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Location #1 Location #2 
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“Dido’s Lament“
from DIDO AND AENEAS

by PURCELL

sung by EMILY TRIEBOLD

“Du gai Soleil”
from WERTHER

by MASSENET

sung by MELANIE CAIN

“Ave Maria”
from OTELLO

by VERDI

sung by ERIN BRYAN

“The Bell Song”
from LAKME

by DELIBES

sung by CAT RICHMOND

“Vaghe Fonti”
from AGRIPPINA

by HANDEL

sung by DIANA EILER

“O Isis und Osiris”
from THE MAGIC FLUTE

by MOZART

sung by THOMAS WEIS

“Song to the Moon”
from Rusulka 

by Dvořák

sung by RACHEL HOLMES



Bios

MELANIE CAIN

EMILY TRIEBOLD 

ANDREW 

RAVENSCROFT 

Mezzo-Soprano Emily Triebold has appeared on the stages of Fresco

Opera Theatre, Des Moines Metro Opera, Pensacola Opera, and was

scheduled to make her Santa Fe Opera debut this summer prior to the

season’s cancellation. Mrs. Triebold has also received awards such as

National Semi-Finalist in the NATSAA competition and Wisconsin District

Winner of the Metropolitan Opera National Council Auditions.

Melanie Cain, Soprano, holds a Doctorate of Musical Arts in Vocal

Performance/Opera Production and a Masters of Music from the

University of Wisconsin-Madison.  A native of Carroll, Iowa, she

received her BA in both Music and Art from Luther College in

Decorah, IA. She is Artisitc Dircetor and Co-founder of Fresco

Opera, Owner of Maven Vocal Arts, and President of The National

Assoiation of Teachers of Singing Wisconsin Chapter. 

Writer Andrew Ravenscroft was born in London and grew up European. He

now makes his home in Madison WI, which in his words make him both a "town

mouse and a country mouse, as he belongs everywhere and nowhere at the

same time." He enjoys the works of Michael Moorcock, HP Lovecraft, Philip K

Dick and Stanislaw Lem. chances are you will see the influences of W.G.

Sebald, Iain Banks and even a little Hunter S Thompson thrown in for good

measure. Andrew has  written and performed in numerous Fresco Opera

productions including Queen of the Night and Opera on the Point. 



A versatile musician with a "clear and gorgeous soprano" (Broadway World),

Cat Richmond is an accomplished, regional performer. Ms. Richmond has

performed a diverse set of operatic and musical theatre roles including Lucia

(Lucia di Lammermoor), Papagena (Die Zauberflöte), Yum-Yum (The Mikado),

Gretel (Hansel and Gretel), Gianetta (The Elixir of Love), Lady with a Hand

Mirror (Postcard from Morocco), Martha (Spring Awakening), and Mary (HAIR).

She will be seen next year as Gretel in Opera for the Young’s production of

Hansel and Gretel. Ms. Richmond received her M.M in Vocal Performance from

Georgia State University and San Francisco Conservatory.

CAT RICHMOND 

DIANA  EILER 

ERIN BRYAN 

Diana Eiler, contralto - N.A.T.S. Regional winner, Jessye Norman

Award, Friedrich Schorr Opera Star Search semi-finalist. Fort

Wayne Philharmonic, Fort Wayne Bach Collegium, Madison

Symphony, Toledo Opera, Findlay Light Opera, Pulse Opera House,

Opera for the Young, Fresco Opera Theatre, Madison Savoyards,

Opera on Tap Milwaukee, Opera Quad Cities.

Erin K. Bryan has been praised for her “deft” characterizations

and a voice that is “a lyric soprano of exceptional beauty.”
Alongside her work in the operatic repertory, recent engagements

include Schubertiades in Iowa and Wisconsin. Currently on

faculty at Ripon College, Dr. Bryan holds degrees from Lawrence

University, the University of Louisville, and the University of

Wisconsin-Madison.



THOMAS  WEIS 

RACHEL  HOLMES 

Rachel Eve Holmes, soprano, has a “voice that radiates power and

confidence” (NYConcert Review, Carnegie Hall debut recital, 2020).

She has performed 43 roles throughout the US and abroad, and

has won 19 First Place prizes in various competitions. She is most

known for her portrayals of Mimì in La bohème, Micaëla in Carmen,

Donna Elvira in Don Giovanni, and the titular role in Tchaikovsky’s

The Maid of Orleans.

Dr. Thomas J. Weis  has performed leading and secondary roles with a

wealth of operatic, oratorio and symphonic, and musical theatre

companies in the Midwest and across the country. Thomas obtained a

Doctorate of Musical Arts - Vocal Performance degree and an Opera

Production minor from the University of Wisconsin-Madison, where he

studied with Paul Rowe, William Farlow, and a plethora of

internationally acclaimed faculty. His Masters of Music degree in Vocal

Performance was earned from the University of Arizona under the

tutelage of Dr. Lawrence Day, an early student of Berton Coffin.

Undergraduate work was completed at the University of Wisconsin-

Platteville, where Thomas also auditioned and performed as an

apprentice actor in the renowned Wisconsin Shakespeare Festival.

Accompaniments by 

Diana Eiler, YourAccompanist.com,

 and PianoVoiceOpera.com



Fresco Opera Board of Directors 

Dana Carlson
Stacy Regehr 
George Abbott

Jeff Turk, President Emeritus 

Fresco Opera Staff

Frank Cain,  Executive Director 
Melanie  Cain, Artistic Director

Jeff Turk, Communications Director 


